
4750 
PROMOTION AND RETENTION OF STUDENTS 

 
It is essential that each child experience both challenge and success from school activities. To 

this end, the district will make every effort to place each student in the most appropriate learning 
level for a successful educational experience. 
    
Early Identification/Intervention 
 

Classroom teachers are expected to make every effort to identify early those students at risk 
of failing. The Building Principal and the parents/guardian must be notified promptly if retention is 
anticipated, and a special support program shall be designed for each child identified as in danger of 
failing. Such support services may include, but are not limited to, individualized assistance before, 
during or after the school day; remedial classes; a change in instructional treatment, and, where 
appropriate, referral to the Committee on Special Education for evaluation. 
 
Promotion/Retention 
 

No student will be retained without an appropriate educational plan defining what will occur 
that is instructionally different for the student. Once the educational plan has been implemented, the 
student will be monitored regularly. The educational plan will be revised until the student 
demonstrates acceptable performance. 

 
The following provisions shall apply to promotion and placement decisions: 
1.  No student promotion or placement decision for grades three through eight shall be based 

solely on student performance on the ELA or Mathematics State assessments; 
2.  Student assessment scores may be considered as a measure of student performance only if 

the decision making process uses multiple measures of assessments and data in addition 
to the State assessments and the State assessments are only a minor factor in the 
promotion/placement decision; 

3.  In making promotion and placement decisions, the school will consider in class 
performance, teacher observation, homework, input of the parent, social and emotional 
needs as well as any other applicable measures, other than State assessments; 

4.  The final decision regarding placement and promotion is the decision of the building 
administrator; 

 This policy shall be posted on the district’s website. 
 
Ref: Education Law §305(47); §1709(3);  

8 NYCRR Sections 100.3(b)(2)(iv), 100.4 (b)(2)(vii), 100.4 (e)(6) 
Isqwith v. Levitt, 285 App. Div. 833; 137 N.Y.S.2d 497 (1955) 
Matter of Eckert, 13 EDR 270 (1979) 
Op. Counsel, 1 EDR 775 (1952) 
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