8:00
8:30-9:30
9:30-9:45
9:45-10:15
10:15-11:15

11:15-12:15
12:15-1:15
1:15-1:45

1:45 - 2:00
2:00 - 2:45

2:45-3:15

3:15

SW/AL/VAIrkb
12/29/09

PreK, K Study Group
Thursday, November 5, 2009

MINUTES

Facilitator: Dr. Sean Walmsley

Welcome: Alice Learn

Silent Sustained Professional Reading (articles/browse books)
Break

Small group discussion

Sean —Presentation on Centers

Sean made a presentation on centers (see attached PDF), and handed out
an excerpt on centers from Beaty, J.J., & Pratt, L. (2007) Early Literacy in
Preschool and Kindergarten. Upper Saddle River, NJ, Pearson. (Establishing
the Preschool Language Learning Environment (pp 55-68). [In the Study
Group binders]. One of the challenges raised by participants was how to
manage centers; another was how best to integrate centers into all the other
components of the PreK and Kindergarten curriculum.

Lunch
Silent Sustained Professional Reading (articles/browse books)

Small group discussion on instructional philosophies from professional
reading

In small groups, participants discussed instructional philosophies from the
books/articles being read, and prepared preliminary statements of beliefs to
share with the whole group.

Break
Whole group: Drafting Horseheads Instructional Philosophy
Groups shared their preliminary statements of
beliefs with the whole group, and these were charted for further discussion
and revision.

Finalizing Friday Classroom Visits; Next Steps for December Study
Group/Classroom Visits

Enclosure 9.2.1
January 7, 2010

Participants
Abrunzo, Virginia
Bailey, Anne Marie
Barnstead, Lisa
Berger, Louis
Bower, Megan
Burger, Joan
Close, Abbie
Darmstadt, Jill
Fazzary, Susan
Fuksman, Anna
Hartman, Madeline
Henry, Heather
Kamas, Shannah
Krebs, Jennifer
Learn, Alice
Palmer, Mari
Scanlon, Betsy
Scaptura, Elizabeth
Sekella, Jillian
Smith, Jane
Sotero, Patricia
Standish, Terri
Stoltzfus, Kim
Suggs, Mary Ann
Yorio. Jean

Steering Committee
Abrunzo, Virginia
Krebs, Jennifer
Learn, Alice
Scanlon, Betsy
Sotero, Patricia
Stoltzfus, Kim
Walmsley, Sean

Sean asked the Study Group to think about the recommendations in his report about how to
minimize dittos and differentiate instruction especially in small group work; how to increase the
amount of read-alouds (at least 2 per day), and make literature more prominently displayed in
classrooms; and how to maximize displays of children’s work. He shared some ideas for charting
the books read aloud, and using these instructionally (e.g., differentiating between fiction and

nonfiction).

Sean also asked the group to consider (on a voluntary basis) the possibility of working on
some Reggio Emilia themes (e.g., Adopting a tree by the school, and studying it throughout the
year--possibly across several years). In the discussion that followed, the Study Group decided to

focus December’s meeting on how to create “meaty” themes.
Closing comments — Alice




T EME-T EACKH TNG

Themes can be: Typically called
PLANNED B -
Topic(s) are chosen by the Py ecds

teacher, activities
organized in advance

T;/p/ca//y called
or

SPONTANEOUS

Topics arise from children’s
guestions or interests, teacher
follows children’s lead

/‘n?é( IresS

Friday, December 11, 2009



7 raditiona/ p/ carnned Chere:

Math Science Reading

Art Writing
Theme:

Music Social Studies Health

Start Ay putting the Zopic in the center of a wed,
then creale activities £ronr different s aéjec’l‘ areas
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' ez‘/w‘né/ng planned Cheres

B Theries showld Focwus on fop/c\S ZAat a/eepen and
extend children 'S wnders Z‘dna//ng of Lhe worl/d

B 7leres showld a//:a ' a/eep and eXp/ ore 5/3 1deas,
not J'L(S ¢ deta/s

- T hemes need acthentic activities thad s apporZ‘
children s wunders Z(ano//ng , and chall enge Zhen Co
deepen and extend Cheir Fnoeol ea/ge

B 7 heres arent betder i Z/]ey InCorporale more
S aé/'ecf areas, Z‘/?ey are betler 1£ the ones Z‘/?ey do
/nCOrpo/‘CZZ‘ e red/ /A }/ cont r/‘éafe

B The rman Focus of a there is content , not S ,é// /s
( S,é/‘/ /s can be fdclé ed 1nside Cheres )
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Different kinds of theres

B Calendar —rel/ated
H Saé/'ecf —areq

. .g/‘og/‘@p/’]/kld/ (dé(Z‘/’IOI‘S ) 1/lustrators )
W1 STSs, eZ‘c>

. CondepZ‘ad/
B Fornsg

. Current evends




themes carried out
by everyone in the
school at the same
time

school -wide
themes

yeardong
themes

themes that last
the whole year in
one classroom

day or two inK;
up to a week in
6th grade

about aweek in

K; about a month
in upper grades

major theme

about 2 weeks in
K; up to 10
weeks in upper
grades

Friday, December 11, 2009




GeZ‘Z‘/ng a Cherre p/ anned

B Clhoose a op/c

. Brainslorsr dimensions of ?f/’le Z‘opl‘c
Ceoith cof /@agaes ) praf eraé/y>

B Bump wp your knowoledge

B Block the thersre in Lerms of
Sl AZ‘OP/‘C\S

B For each sub-topic, create
INnS f/‘é(CLZ‘/‘ond/ QCLZ‘/‘\//‘Z(/eS

. Teach s ,é// /s within activities




OK, /et s Ul /s 1nto

B Choose a Z‘op/c

- Branstor»,r dinrensions

SP acial InSide
reladions sSpaces tUndernedd A
S pd@eé
SPHCES
owler
Space C roeoded
S /Qac&s inSide /. /\//ng

f/7/n36
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OK, NOoLw oLl do iZ...

B Choose a fopz‘c ) Fron one of
Zhese:

CONTAINERS or HATES

FIKEFIGHTERS

BATE (the ones cith po/nZ‘y
earsS >

Van GOGY
POND
FOLK THLE/FATIRY THLE

B Branstorrr disrensions

Friday, December 11, 2009



THEME

] biographical
] calendar
] conceptual

] content area:
O social studies

O science
O math
O music
O art

O health

Q other

] current events

] form

PLANNER

Theme:

Major Topics/Big Ideas:

Links to other areas (if appropriate:)

Social Studies:

Science:

Music/Art:

Math:

Health:

Friday, December 11, 2009




OK, NOoLw oLl do iZ...

B Bump wp your knowoledge

This /s all aboud exz‘enc//ns and. a’eepen/ng YOUK knoeol ea/ge,
of’ Che Z‘op/C’/S of’ youlr heme.

This s NOT aboud instructional activities

Bam/?/ng Up Jour knoeol edge will help refine your
S L(Afopl‘cxs !

Sowurces:

& Boo,éé ) MaﬂdZ/neé ) L/'oé(l‘/‘)a/ artic/es

B 7t ernet

O Peo/?/ e who ,énow a /ot QAOL(Z‘ our Z‘op/c\S
B/ m—Doc umentaries
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B/ oc,é/ng a ChAere...
L YVan Gogh Theme

Sue McWhinnie, 1st Grade, Northville Elementary New Milford, CT

Activity Print up “tickets “to museum, chart who's
been to a museurn, who hasn't, different kin ds of

Read alowd

mMuseums

Visiting the Ast Meuseum

(Marc Brown/Laurie Kresny} Activity Chart things in the museum children find
Van Gogh(Mike Venezia) significant; make a class book

Discussed, booked at: Van Gogh's

Activity Children draw self-
self-portraits

portraits, using tirrors

Discussed, booked at: Van

B B/ oc,é Che Cherme, create activities

Gog h‘i pao']ngins}s)(en;tphasis Activity Children pick their favorite
on style, colors, brus e
strokes, ete.) TJan Gogh pa.mtmg, and draw
it as they see it
Read together
Vincent Van Gogh (Exms
Raboff) Activity Children write about what
is significant to them about Van
Van Gogh Gogh
stories
Teacher Resources: Van Gogh calendar Activity Children create a “cafe,”
;JME;EPOHt:ng?S&miRE?ﬁGO G / invite parents and friends to
uhlberger's What = a Yan bogha Yan ¢
Gogh?; collection of Van Gogh postcards and Cafe B RSt the}_’ Ve [ParEG,
i drawn,and written about
SR Van Gogh
Van Gogh

Friday, December 11, 2009



Introduction to the

theme (getting the
theme started)

—Connect the theme to children’s
prior expenences; find out what
chidren know or want to

explore; draw children into an
unfamiliar topic with a powerful
read-aloud.

|

Culminating Activity
(something to bring the theme to
closure)

—Share what's been lea med with
children i other grades; make a display
in the school cafetena; put on a readers’
theatre; make a film-strp or vedeo; take a
field trp,; invite parents and friends mto
the classroom to leam about the theme.
(Make sure the culnunating activity
reinforces or transforms what's been
learned in the theme, and don't let it
become too big an event. Not all themes
lend the mselves to culminating activities!)

£/ errents of Z‘eQC/ﬁng a Chere |
]

Activities within each subtopic (you might
spend a day or a week on each aspect of the there)

—Reading aloud, gwded /shared reading, independent reading
related to the theme.

—Writing (e.g., wnting journals related to the reading, keeping
track of an expermment, writing stonies related to the theme).
—Speaking, Listening, Viewing, Representing (e.g., having
children ta lk about their reading, watching a film on whales,
listenung to a speaker onmaptors; takinga field tnp toa pond,;
drawing what's taking place).

—Activities (e.g., makinga class collaborative bookabout apples,
measunng dinosaurs on the playground).

—Projects (e.g., children exploning a self-chosen or negotiated
topic on their own or i small groups, over an extended peniod).
Projects will typscally span across several days otweeks.

Assessment (finding out what's been
learmed, how well the theme went)

4

— If the theme’s purpose is to enlarge chiddren’s
understanding of an immportant concept, make sure yous

assessment focwses on this understanding. Use portfolios to

have chddren tell you what they've leamed, and prowvide
evidence. Use checklists to see what skills have been

learned. Ask children and parents to give you feedback on
the theme itself.
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Katz—- Pr?/'eci 4 /aproach

B Phase One —'-éeZ(Z‘/‘ng Projects Starded. Cluldren
Share Cheir eXper/ehc’/eS with Che Z‘op/c ——ih u)r/Z‘fng )
dramatic pl. ay/, centers

B Phase 7Two —- pr?/'eCZS 17 ProgreS S. 7/&/@/73
Zrips, Ar/nﬁfnﬁ neco information back For coriting,
discussion, dramatic play, mest /gai 1on, e?C.

B Phase Three—— Consol /a/affng Pr?/'ecfé .
Cul /y//naffng activities o sShare whdad the cAuldren
Aave docwunmented and /earned
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B 7;@(1/7//93 skills within activities

theme

reading

activity

writing

representing
viewing
speaking

‘ modeling, dracorn
7 /n3 Sense of ‘9’ 3’

X X : anting eZc .
Viswal inforsiadion 7 9

Lz‘sz‘en/ng cOmpre/?enS/'on
DeC’,oa/ /Ahﬂ
Vocabulary

Coﬂ?poél‘n\g

Spelling

Word choice

A)/‘/Z‘/‘nj in different genres

ardice 4 ation )
expression, etc.
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